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Where are we?
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Where are we?

Global & regional responsibilities
(incl. UN CBD, OSPAR)

Currently: ~10% of Irish waters under area-based protection (EU Birds and Habitats Directives)
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Where are we?

Global & regional responsibilities
(incl. UN CBD, OSPAR)

Currently: ~10% of Irish waters under area-based protection (EU Birds and Habitats Directives)

Jessopp et al., 2024
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What have we done so far?

2019-20

“A geographically defined area of marine character or influence 
which is protected through legal means for the purpose of 
conservation of specific species, habitats or ecosystems and their 
associated ecosystem services and cultural values, and managed
with the intention of achieving stated objectives over the long term.”

MPA Advisory Group (Crowe et al.), 2020
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What have we done so far?

2019-20 2022-23 2023-24
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What has been our process?

Irish Sea 2022-23 Celtic Sea 2023-24

Select Features

Collate information & data

Sensitivity analysis

Conservation prioritization modelling

Stakeholder participation

Report including recommendations and full details of process, inputs and 

evidence
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What features (so far)?

© Edward Farrell © David Baird CC BY-SA 2.0

© Hans Hillewaert, CC BY-SA 4.0

N = 40-41 features

 17 threatened species, of which 9 were 

elasmobranchs; 5 threatened habitats

 4 features of ecological importance*

 13 broadly representative features 

(all benthic broadscale habitat types)

 1 area of high biodiversity: Celtic Sea frontal 

systems

 1 ecosystem service: Carbon sequestration

1 Basking shark

2 Blonde ray

3 Blue skate

4 Bull huss

5 Flapper skate

6 Shagreen ray

7 Small-Eyed ray

8 Starry smooth-hound

9 Tope

10 Common spiny lobster

11 Fan mussel

12 Ocean quahog (Icelandic cyprine)

13 European eel

14 Ocean sunfish

15 Salmon

16 Short-snouted seahorse

17 Spiny seahorse

18 Turbot

19 Circalittoral coarse sediment

20 Circalittoral mud

21 Circalittoral rock & biogenic reef

22 Circalittoral sand 

23 Infralittoral coarse sediment

24 Infralittoral mud

25 Infralittoral rock & biogenic reef 

26 Infralittoral sand 

27 Offshore circalittoral coarse sediment

28 Offshore circalittoral mud 

29 Offshore circalittoral rock & biogenic reef 

30 Offshore circalittoral sand

31 Offshore circalittoral mixed sediment

32 Celtic Sea frontal systems (two non-

overlapping layers: Celtic Sea Front, and coastal 

system)

33 Intertidal Mytilus edulis beds

34 Kelp forest

35 Sabellaria spinulosa reefs

36 Sea pen & burrowing megafauna

37 Zostera beds

38 Carbon Sequestration (two layers: organic 

carbon stock, organic carbon content).

39 Elasmobranch critical egg-laying habitat

40a Forage fish 1 (sprat, anchovy, pilchard)

40b Forage fish 2 (sandeel)

41 Herring spawning areas

Ecological Sensitivity Analyses, Irish Sea & Celtic Sea

Crowe et al., 2023; Allcock et al., 2024
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Activities and constraints

Scenarios &
Options

Species, habitats, other features

Potentially Suitable Areas

CO-DESIGN

Participation

Designation

Ecological Sensitivity Analyses, Irish Sea & Celtic Sea

Crowe et al., 2023; Allcock et al., 2024

What has been our process?

MARXAN
Zonation

PrioritizR
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MPA LIFE Ireland

Aim: to support implementation of MPA legislation currently being advanced

Sensitivity Analyses Suitable Areas

Economic Case

Social Case

Designations

Data Gaps/

Monitoring needs

2024 2025

Proposal

2026
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MPA LIFE Ireland

Total budget: € 25.3 million

60% (EU) : 40% (IE)

July 2024 to June 2033

Coordinating Beneficiary: Marine Environment DHLGH
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(Indicative, in progress)

MARINE 
PROTECTED AREA 
ADVISORY BODY
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Go raibh míle maith agaibh

Data providing organisations, including:
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Go raibh míle maith agaibh

a.k.a. Poll an PhúcaGreat Sovereign Island, Co. Cork

For more, see:

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e00ec-marine-protected-areas/

https://www.mpalife.ie/

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e00ec-marine-protected-areas/
https://www.mpalife.ie/

