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MESPA NORTH ATLANTIC STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOP

AGENDA
* Stakeholder Engagement activities (10 min)
* Panel talks (40 mins)

* Facilitated Q&A and open discussion (45 min)

* Wrap-up + shared short report post-workshop
(5 min)



STAKEHOLDERS SET THE SCENE

PANEL TALKS:

1) MPAs in Ireland: science, suitability and space use - Oliver O Cadhla,
Ireland Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage;

2) The view of fishers on MSP — a way to reduce spatial squeeze? - Kenn
Skau Fischer, Executive Committee Chair, North Sea Advisory Council;

3) Reflections on MPA Network Designations and MPA Management -
Thomas Kirk Sgrensen, WWF Denmark;

4) Offshore wind farms and MPAs: A wind farm developer and operator’s
perspective — Emma Hospes, Head of Environment, Permitting & Defence

CoEx, Orsted.



MPA Europe is mapping the optimal locations for
Marine Protected Areas in European seas to support
science-based Marine Spatial Planning

SYSTEMATIC
CONSERVATION
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ALL DEPTHS FROMO0 TO 2,500 m

European depth-integrated marine ecosystems classification estimated by k-means clustering

analysis of environmental data (left) AND their assignment precision based on fuzz
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MARINE SPECIES AND HABITATS MAPS

12,000 species distribution models for all five
IPCC climate change scenarios to 2050 and 2100

https://shiny.obis.org/distmaps/

https://iobis.qgithub.io/mpaeu_docs/
Video tutorial: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00DwgXiZVe8&t=2s
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https://shiny.obis.org/distmaps/
https://iobis.github.io/mpaeu_docs/
https://iobis.github.io/mpaeu_docs/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0DwqXiZVe8&t=2s

ORGANIC CARBON INDEX

Modelled
organic carbon
in the
MPA Europe organic
carbon database

More organic carbon

( ) in wave

sheltered, cold and
anoxic sediments
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STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT GOALS MESPA

—* Environmental data
[Copermicus]

Enable national authorities to
adopt biodiversity-inclusive and etam..i.....,.,ims[mum,t_u

. Modelled habitat distributions
climate-smart MSP, as most ,

30 D SPECIES

Estimate richness

countries are at revision phase; Ry oot niche modsling

Enable regional and national
authorities to designate optimal,
coherent MPA networks and
strengthen existing marine
protected areas;

Socialise scientific tools and
approaches for wide uptake of
results in case studies.

The MPA Europe project is co-funded by the European Union under the Horizon Europe program (grant agreement no. 101059988)

based on the environmental conditions, habitats,
and speciss present
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E ~|: Carbon sequestration, storage and deposition

Develop blue carbon scoring system
supporting management of blue carbon

Connectivity modsSng (present]
Climate velocity (recent and future]

Design MPA networks covering 10% and 30%
of European seas that maximise coverage
of blodhversity amd blue carbon

Mwoway process with marine spatial planners and other
riterested parties to formulate regional or national case
studies. ensuring project traceab®ty, transparency and
reproducibiliby
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A STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT PROCESS

ENGAGE

° ®
Share project & seek feedback; |1qT?.I:|
answer FAQs

Introduce MPA Europe:
May — September 2024

INVOLVE
Stakeholders participate &
validate approaches and outputs

Regional in-person workshops in
synergy with relevant events:
February 2024 — February 2025

Regional case uses co-identified with
stakeholders:
January 2023 — April 2025

PARTNER
Stakeholders propose use cases
Marine

SHARE LEARNINGS Protected Areas

© Marine Spatial
Planning

International conference:
July 2025, Bodg
Policy brief:
December 2025
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MESPA INITIAL STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK - FAQs

PROJECT SCOPE AND OUTCOMES

DATA ACCESS AND RESOLUTION

+ Will the CASE STUDIES

+ Whatis

EXISTING ACTIVITIES AT SEA
DATA SOURCES

How a

guidance (

I noticed we are talking about estimating species richness, is that based on temperature and existing species, or temperature and conservation/active

restoration?

+ Think + So you are taking species data to which you add a further list of environmental data. and then overlay it with temperature modelling. Is that right?

reco

The data sources you are using are the global data aggregators. From my previous experience | have seen a lot of data is held in national institutions and
CLIMAT + scientific organisations and they do not share it with the aggregators. Do you have the capacity or plan to consider national databases. which often do not

STA K E H ( often conform to FAIR principles. so you have to standardise the data?

+ For seabirds will the maps be built based on Important Bird Areas data, or what other data?

It seems you are taking into account the changing ranges of species. Does this mean that once the MPAs are designated, there is the possibility of changing

the boundaries or are these set in stone?

+ You mentioned you will produce Species Distribution Models. What is the difference between EMODnet Biology and EMODnet Seabed Habitats? Do you plan to

acquire new data?
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BALTIC SEA REGION

Comparison of MPA Europe’s
species distribution models
with other models may yield
further insights. MPA
BALTIC SEA Europe’s approach could be
STAKEHOLDER improved by the inclusion of
HORESHOS absence and abundance data,
29th February 2024 .
and important areas for key
in collaboration with species groups su ch as
PROTECT BALTIC .
seabirds or mammals.

Co-funded by UK Research

The MPA Europe project is co-funded by the European Union under the Horizon Europe program (grant agreement no. 101059988) the Eurcpesn Uiile and Innovatio
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BLACK SEA REGION

We think your support is
most valuable at regional
level, for example in helping
Bulgaria and Romania reach
a common approach on the
identification and
designations of their
Protected Areas and, within

BLACK SEA

STAKEHOLDER those, the 10% strictly
WORKSHOP protected cores.
20th June 2024

In collaboration with
MSP-GREEN and MSP4BIO

Co-funded by UK Research

The MPA Europe project is co-funded by the European Union under the Horizon Europe program (grant agreement no. 101059988) the Eurcpesn Uiile and Innovatio
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MEDITERRANEAN
SEA REGION

PROJECT STUDY AREA & MAIN GOAL

MPA EUROPE IS MAPPING
THE OPTIMAL LOCATIONS FOR

Stakeholders welcomed the
8 g | ambitious scope of the science
- and confirmed groundtruthing
of models with experts and
L) consideration of what

- | N s additional filters could improve
Ly P = -\ 3 —L = results would improve their

N o = ﬁ( - ¥ utility with existing datasets.
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CASE STUDIES mane " A

\“ European
2’_‘)} Environment

Agency

Blue carbon habitats
iIn MPA networks

(underway) : :
Optimal expansion of

MPAs and ORE

MPA network

(proposed)
adequacy
(done) Species’
conservation status

Others TBD
availability
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

Marine e ——
Protected Areas

© Marine Spasial
Planning ¢

9-12 July 2025

Bodg, Norway
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% How would you like to see our results
used for national, transboundary or
regional marine spatial planning?

*¢* How would you like to see our results
used for strengthening existing marine
protected areas?

*¢* How would you like to see our results
used for extending the network of
existing marine protected areas in the
region?

** Would you like to co-identify a use case
with us based on any of the project’s
results?
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THANK YOU

BELINDA BRAMLEY -
belindabramle mail.com

THANOS SMANIS —

tsmanis@gmail.com CLlMAZUL (?‘
Anna Maria Urgeghe—
am.urgeghe@gmail.com

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are
however those of the authors only and do not necessarily reflect those of
the European Union or UK Research and Innovation. Neither the European

Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.

:***: Co-funded by UK Research
LN the European Union and Innovation

Grant Agreement 101059988

https://mpa-europe.eu/ Y @Europe_MPA

Tube @mpaeuropeproject in mpa-europe-project
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