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M A Main Goal & Tasks &

EUROPE

Mapping the optimal locations for Marine Protected Areas in all European seas for a network including high biodiversity
of species, habitats, and ecosystems, and blue carbon stores to support science-based Marine Spatial Planning in a

changing climate.

Carbon sequestration, storage and ,
deposition based on the environmental Connectivity modelling (present)
conditions, habitats, and species present y 9P

. » Climate velocity (recent and future)
Develop blue carbon scoring system

supporting management of blue carbon

Design MPA networks covering 10% and
30% of European seas that maximise
coverage of biodiversity and blue carbon

30 000 SPECIES
Environmental niche modelling

Estimate richness Two way process with marine spatial

planners and other interested parties

to formulate regional or national case
studies, ensuring project traceability,
transparency and reproducibility

Benthic habitats (EMODNET)
Modelled habitat distributions

Environmental

. Project website, peer-reviewed
data (Copernicus)

scientific papers, workshops,
conference, fact sheets, policy
brief for stakeholders
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Plan or Report @ ¢ Dissemination &

Communication materials
Paper @ A Databases & maps

FEBRUARY
&

WP2

Depth-integrated marine

ecosystem classification

WP4

Carbon storage within and

beyond biogenic habitats

Paper on marine
ecosystem
classification

for surface and
near seabed waters
of Europe

Species and habitats
conservation status
database

Scoring system for
carbon storage within
and beyond marine
biogenic habitats

Map of carbon
storage capacity
in European
marine habitats

We are here

Climate velocity 4
map for European
seas under current
conditions

Paper on the spatial  WP5

relationships
between measures
of biodiversity

and environmental
conditions

FEBRUARY
=
2
Data management plan

Kick-off meeting report
Website & social media

Marine environmental data compilation
New data published into OBIS
DEC Plan

Marine ecosystem classification for near seabed waters

Maps and models of biogenic habitats
distributions published into EMODnet

Carbon storage in marine biogenic habitats database

Carbon storage in marine non-biogenic sediment
habitats database
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Prioritisation
analysis based on
biodiversity variables

APRIL

~
N~
b WP2 =,
Climate velocity map for European
seas under future climate change
scenarios

Prioritisation analysis based
on blue carbon scores

Four regional case studies
synthesising stakeholder views
identified and outlined, meeting
end user needs

Dissemination
articles for children

Marine environment

and ecosystem, species
distribution and habitats,

and blue carbon laye
ready for prioritisatio
analysis

Current connectivity

maps of European seas

(APRIL)
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International

cooperation report

WP1

Paper on the M PA networks in
European seas based on the
prioritisation analysis for biodiversity
conservation and blue carbon

WP1 Final data

] management plan
n
Impacts of DEC
activities and
updated DEC plan

Policy brief on how the proposed
MPA network supports MSP

in Europe regarding biodiversity
and blue carbon

Paper on European
coast’s wave exposure
index

Marine ecosystem
classification for surface waters

Maps and models of species
environmental niches and
geographic distributions published
into OBIS

Paper on marine species and
habitat distribution models

Prioritisation analysis based on
biodiversity variables and blue carbon

Four dissemination videos

International Conference
on MPA and MSP

Paper on how the proposed MPA network
accommodates connectivity through current
and climate velocities, now and under
climate change scenarios

Online atlas for MS P




M [ =5 A Progress to date

v\ . . . . . . . . . . . .
& Adding >3 million species records into OBIS and providing current and future scenarios for their distributions
D

N~ : e
>~ Marine ecosystem classification of surface and near seabed waters of Europe
2 o g

N’

o~~~ Compiling >33,650 entries on sediment organic carbon stocks in European seas from 30 countries and high seas

N

N~~~ Calculating wave exposure for all European coasts

NN
o~ Engaging with marine and maritime stakeholders across European sea basins

N
& Project presentation/participation in 58 events across different countries and platforms from January 2023 until April

2024

NN
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https://mpa-europe.eu/

info@mpa-europe.eu
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